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Latest News
> The Department of Animal
Control has issued another
warning: Tens of thousands of
devil rats have been flushed
from the sewers because of
current repair projects and
are now roaming the city.
Residents are advised to
avoid them.

Welcome back to JackPoint, chummer; your last connection
was severed 14 hours, 14 minutes, 14 seconds ago

Today’s Heads Up

> Since the first Morocco file uploaded, things have started to pick up in that
area of the world in both good and bad ways. But regardless, either means
business for the likes of us. So, for those of you interested, here’s more
about our new favorite country on the Mediterranean. —Glitch
Incoming

> Some of you haven’t lost your soul—you just put it in deep storage for a
while. Time to pull it out. [Tag: Better than Bad]
> There were arguments about the title—some people thought “chaos” is
implied with Chicago. [Tag: Chicago Chaos]
> The beat goes on, so let’s review who’s keeping it! [Tag: No Future]
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Personal Alerts
> You have 9 new private
messages.
* You have 41 new responses
to your JackPoint posts.
* You have 1 incoming
message from your contact
designated Doc: “Hey, ah, the
tests came back and I’ve got
good and … mostly bad news
about that infection. Better
give me a call back ASAP
before things start falling off.”
*There are 3 Members online
and in your area.
Your Current Rep Score: 932
(89% Positive)

Welcome back to JackPoint, OMAE:

pl
e

JackPoint Stats
101 Users are active
on the network
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tourist asks me to ‘play it again,’ I swear to Allah
> “If anotherI will
resort to murder!” -Random Casablanca waiter

THE INNER CIRCLE
Current Time:
13 May 2080, 0325 hrs
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JACKPOINT

Top News Items

> Terrorist group calling themselves Overreach claims responsibility for
destruction of Winston Churchill statue in Parliament Square on September
4 saying “Monuments to colonialism and its heroes will not be tolerated.”
Seventeen people were also killed in the attack. Link

> CAS Military and contracted mercenary units conduct extensive “readiness
exercises” near Carib League border in Florida, despite repeated League
protests. Link

> Corporate Council and United Nations to hold international summit and
gala celebrating the final completion of the Skyhook Space Elevator. Link
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Many citizens of Morocco are of the Sunni sect of Islam,
belonging to the Maliki school of jurisprudence. So basically,
law takes into consideration the consensus of the people. The
idea of technomancy, for example, is still being debated.
Al Dibi
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Greetings from the tropical paradise of Havana! With
spiced rum in hand, I turn my musings toward the desert lands of Morocco, as per my agreement with Glitch
(although I’m sure he’ll regret it soon enough). First, let
me say that modern Morocco was shaped largely by the
Euro-Wars, but that’s old news. If you want to read about
that, then lookup Euro-Wars Antiques by Dr. Kelvin Mincy on JackPoint. But for now, a quick primer in case you
didn’t read the main Morocco file—which you should! But
here are a few key points for slackers to remember when
operating there.
1) Morocco is currently ruled by a monarchy that’s
heavily influenced by the corporations. In order to rebuild
after the Euro-Wars, Morocco relied on massive corporate support. Now the corporations have dug in with their
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POSTED BY: KANE

skyrakers spread out along the coast. This affords them a
lot of leeway and support.
2) Religion is a big thing here. In addition to the normal laws that govern the country, religious doctrine is a
big part of those laws. This puts a damper on most things
individuals like us want to do.
3) Thanks to the corporations, Morocco is basically
the main gateway into the African continent. Casablanca
in particular has become a huge corporate port, not just
for naval vessels, but airships as well. This has opened
up numerous opportunities for people of all legal varieties.
4) Morocco has kept up with the times (for the most
part) in regards to social norms, with a few hang ups. Conforming to religious policy, drinking, women’s rights, and
magic are the biggest ones I know of.
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OVERVIEW: FOR
THOSE (NOT QUITE)
PAYING ATTENTION

MOROCCAN HISTORY LESSON

• 2035 (June 14): A wave of Moroccan youth, fueled by
propaganda, invade Spain en-masse. While unorganized
and untrained, their numbers are enough to help Alliance
forces break through to Madrid.

• 2022: VITAS strikes the king and several members of the
royal family, leading to a political change as the country
looks for a new ruler.

• 2035 (Sept): The UK and Spain coordinate an amphibious attack
against Morocco. Their goal is to destabilize the Alliance for
Allah in the area and restore King Hassid to the throne.

• 2023 (Feb): Prince Hassid Katheb becomes the disputed
King of Morocco. Factions opposed to Katheb begin to
grow.

• 2035 (Sept): Operations in Morocco cease fifteen days
after the initial assault, as the King’s Irish Hussars
broke through the final defenses surrounding Rabat,
capturing members of the ruling council. King Hassid
re-establishes power, eliminates thirty “treasonous”
military officers, and installs select European advisers
into his command structure. These advisers are replaced
by Ares-sponsored personnel after three months.
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• 2010 June: VITAS is diagnosed in Morocco. An estimated
six to eight million people die. Villages become isolated
and strangers are shot on sight. Numerous towns are
abandoned and reclaimed by the desert.

• 2033: Radical factions depose the Moroccan monarchy
and begin pushing their agenda through the mosques
and schools. The Imam Council now controls the nation
with King Hassid and his family seeking asylum in the UK.
• 2034 (Sept 4): Alliance for Allah is formed.
• 2034 (Oct): Moroccan forces launch well-coordinated
strikes against maritime assets in the western
Mediterranean, catching the French, Spanish, and Italian
navies unaware. This allows the Alliance to control the
Mediterranean for years to come.
• 2034 (Dec): The Moroccan invasion of Spain overwhelms
local defenders. The Spanish National Guard successfully
counterattacks and halts the advance, losing half their
forces in the operation.

• 2054: King Hassid passes away from natural causes. His
son, Prince Hassid II, assumes the throne.
• 2064: Minister of Religious Affairs Dr. Hauad Hecham
el-Kharraz endorses more tolerance for metahumans,
women’s rights, and magic, elements that were lost with
the overthrow of King Hassid thirty years ago.
• 2069: The year ends with a deficit in rainfall. Satellites
show the beginning of massive desert expansion.
The king orders construction of desalination plants to
compensate.
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CASABLANCA

DAY-TO-DAY ITEMS

POSTED BY: HAZMA THE LION
(PIRATED BY: KANE)

While what I have told you so far is important, it’s wise
not to overlook the mundane aspects of Moroccan life. It
is as you say: the devil is in the details.
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Oh for frag’s sake. Can we please stop letting Kane drunk-post?
Clockwork

There are four meals served each day: breakfast, lunch,
kaskroot, and dinner. Dinners are later in the cooler evening for better digestion, so kaskroot snacks help keep
one going until then. Artificial sweetener and/or soy substitutes are often used to compliment the rare real fruit or
nut added to a meal.

>
>

Indeed. Locals use it liberally in their teas, coffee, even meals. If
it wasn’t for the artificial stuff, I’d wager more Moroccans would
be going into diabetic shock.
J. Murdock
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Casablanca, the City of Grim Shadows, has grown up
ugly. Financially valuable to Morocco, it still seems to
have a faint whiff of fish and smoke. Founded by Berber
fishermen in the tenth century, it has been used by the
Phoenicians, Romans, Portuguese, and French over time.
Recently, it held the occupying forces of Spain during the
Euro-Wars. Today it’s Morocco’s largest city at almost five
million citizens. While the city continues to industrialize, it
refuses to grow more than it has to. After the war, Morocco’s King Hassid entered a fiscally beneficial agreement
with various corporations, with the goal of making Morocco the “Gateway to Africa.” As part of this agreement,
Casablanca’s harbor was remodeled to support Maersk triple-E-sized cargo ships.
Most of the older buildings of the city are gone now,
but their influence on the Art Deco aspects of the modern replacements remains. Large Moorish doorways, patios, arcades, and colored tiles continue to inspire new
construction with a “Moroccan Touch.” Downtown is still
centered on Mohammad V Street, with arched colonnades
and Art Deco designs. Augmented reality is more prominent from the corporate buildings, like odd constellations
against the sky. The Moroccan Mall is equally plastered
with a variety of advertisements and virtual wildlife.
The city limits and neighborhoods have blurred between Rabat, the capital, and Casablanca. This has created a massive sprawl, built over decades between the two
along a sliver of land between the ocean and the desert.
Additionally, Casablanca has dragged its feet into the
twenty-first century, pushed the younger generation’s
yearning for modern conveniences and technology. Still,
downtown Casablanca has kept an ancient feel; open air
markets selling hand-crafted goods or vendors with real
Moroccan dishes are prevalent.
Outside the city’s heart are blocks of apartment complexes, slowly being worn away by blowing sands as the
drought and desert bring sand storms ever closer. It’s out
here, between the dark alleyways and shifting dunes of
sand that many characters meet and negotiate trade regardless of religious and corporate laws.
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No argument here. Slots me off when I work abroad with people
who are supposed to be pros but act like rookies. Throwing
your weight and ignorance around doesn’t make you badass, it
makes you a target.
Danger Sensei
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Now that we’re getting into the nitty-gritty, I had a local associate
of mine chime in to lend some local authenticity. I make now
everything, but I don’t know everything.
Kane

Tea is not just a beverage, it’s a way of doing business.
Many corporate-types forget this, preferring more “grid
based, fast-paced negations.” Moroccan businessmen,
by contrast, talk face-to-face over mint tea. It might be an
hour of chit-chat before they get to business. Many businesses have even resorted to having small herbal gardens
of spearmint to reduce the cost of doing business.
Coffee is another aspect most tourists miss out on.
They probably think all coffee tastes the same, which is unfortunate because one can get the same five-nuyen soykaf
no matter the country. Like tea, Moroccan coffee is a way
of social interaction. As such, old cafes are a good place
to start legwork in. And if you want quality, ask for Café
Cassis. It will cost approximately seventy nuyen, but it’s
made with real sugar, Arabica beans, and a dozen spices.

>
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Oooo … sounds like that’s worth the price of admission alone.
Netcat

LOCAL TRAVEL
How to get around in Casablanca? First, the clear skies
are filled with aircraft of several types, from large cargo
cruisers to air taxies, flying along air-routes to corporate
skytowers and all points in-between. This is always my preferred method of travel, though my ship is usually recognizable if I try to dock without taking certain precautions.
For those who wish to keep feet to ground, a high-speed
rail system connects all the major cities in Morocco. But
expect delays, as the rails are constantly serviced.
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MOROCCAN TERMINOLOGY

KASKROOT
Kaskroot is a common snack period before dinner (around
6 p.m.), often including couscous and tea. The reason for the
snack period is to allow proper digestion. Too much heat and the
body doesn’t feel as hungry, nor does the food sit well. Dinner is
delayed until the cooler evening.
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in a one to one ratio. The tradition of serving coffee is almost
as complex as the Japanese tea ceremony, so many Moroccan
corporations hire professionals to complete the ceremony during
corporate negotiations. The price of a real Moroccan coffee is
around seventy nuyen. The fast, imitation blend is a tenth of that
price. Fi sehtuk! (To your health!)
MOROCCAN MINT TEA
The offer of Moroccan mint tea is a common sign of social
interaction. It may be a prelude to conducting business,
especially during the heat of the day where coffee is not suitable.
Like Moroccan coffee, it can be a very sweet drink. Die-hard
traditionalists prepare and serve three cups of mint tea in order to
provide varying tastes as the leaves steep over time.
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ZAOUIAS
Mainly identified on the outside by a green door and a sign
giving directions of which way is east for religious purposes, a
zaouias is a Maghrebi and West African term for an Islamic
religious school or monastery, roughly corresponding to
the Eastern term “madrassa.” It’s also a place for peaceful
contemplation, as a zaouias often contains a pool or fountain
within. Depending on the owner, many indulge in noise generators
to keep grid access to a minimum and avoid distractions.

MOROCCAN COFFEE
The offer of Moroccan coffee is a common sign of doing
business or welcoming someone into a home. Real Moroccan
coffee is very strong blend of Arabica beans and sugar, often

SUFI
One who practices magic of the Islamic tradition. Or in the
correct terms and mindset of Morocco, they have received the
gifts of Allah and use those gifts to advance His word.
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HAMMAM
Originally a place for cleansing, purification, and body
treatments, hammams are colloquially known as Turkish baths.
The modern take on a hammam is a series of rooms that are
heated by a continuous flow of hot dry air, allowing the bather to
flush themselves of toxins. Normally you have the “Warm” room
and then the “Hot” room before washing themselves with cold
water. Afterwards is the “Cool” room, where the bather can relax
before going back out into the real world.

SHAWAFA AND FKIHS
Another Awakened tradition practiced in Morocco is the
Berber tradition. It’s very similar to the Islamic tradition, but with
less restrictions and more shamanic in nature. Female magicians
are called shawafa, males are fkih. Most Berber magicians
adhere to Moroccan law as dictated by the Islamic tradition
within the cities. However, outside with the Berber tribes, they
revert to their own tribal laws. This is one reason why Moroccan
magicians (more often Berber) are stereotyped as troublemakers
and blamed for curses.

>

This efficient railway system makes travel from Casablanca to
Tangier or Rabat to Marrakesh in only an hour and a half. There
are several other branches to Fes and other further locations,
but maintenance has been high, and it fails more often due to
sand storms than anything else. Still, the air-conditioned cars
are more comfortable than a camel ride.
Traveler Jones
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If public transportation is … inadvisable, one can rent,
buy, or steal a car; the latter being as difficult here as any
other place. Freeways are all modern, but remember:
many of the city quarters were not made prior to the
combustion engine. And those of *ahem* larger stature
will have additional difficulties, as many of the cars here
tend to be smaller European models. Taxi services are
available, however.
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There are three taxi service companies in the Casablanca-Rabat
sprawl, and each company’s cabs are color coded: Rabat Taxi:
blue, Mohammedia: light green, Casablanca Transit: red. These
companies are always in competition with each other, and there
have been some demolition derby-type incidents if, say, a red
Casablanca taxi is found driving in Rabat.
Al Dhibi
Quick story time. Last time I was in Rabat, I met this guy named
Bedar while arranging transportation to Casablanca. A few days
later while going back to Rabat, I got Bedar again. So I ask him
how he does it without getting beaten up by the competition.
He explains that his taxi has chameleon coating so he can
make deliveries anywhere in the sprawl. I have him on retainer
through Hazma for any time I’m in the area.
Kane
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The final way to get around Morocco is by caravan. Despite the availability of modern off-road vehicles, the Berber tribes still stick with camel caravans whenever possible
while traveling the Western Sahara, which others call the
Southern Provinces. Despite this relatively low-tech and
leisurely mode of travel, it is considered the safest—especially when one retains the services of a local Berber guide.
And speaking of …

SOUTHERN PROVINCES

>

>

Conversely, the government is hesitant to make such a
proclamation. Could be the fact that many of these liberation
groups are growing in power and capability and have begun
to strike back at several Moroccan officials. A Moroccan
interior secretary was recently found dead, a warning to
others to get out—or at least keep their noses out of the
Southern Provinces.
Picador

However, finding, let alone extracting, any of the newly
discovered wealth can be extremely difficult in the region.
Sandstorms, shifting dunes, and reports of rogue spirits
continue to frustrate any mining or extraction efforts. In
the past few years, several expeditions have ventured out
into the Southern Provinces, and at least six have disappeared. The others were able to initially find their quarry,
only to lose it on return thanks to the ever-changing desert
landscape.
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An area of contention going back to almost a hundred
years, the Western Sahara region (a.k.a., the Southern
Provinces) continue to be a flashpoint of hostilities. Originally a disputed area between the Moroccan government and a now-defunct country, the region once again
became a hotspot of discontent when people displaced
by the VITAS plague attempted to return to their former
homes, only to be all but forced out by exorbitant taxation and forced loyalty oaths to the Moroccan crown.
Naturally, a great many of these people refused, and
the first liberation groups were formed. Violence is especially frequent between the still-displaced and those who
took the proper oaths and were allowed to reclaim their
familial homes. In addition, the reclaimers often act as
stewards of unclaimed lands until the old tenants or owners come to their senses or new ones are found. This has
become a serious point of contention within the Southern
Provinces as the still-displaced see the reclaimers as backstabbers who took advantage of the situation to increase
their holdings.

push by various corporate interests to get the Moroccan
government to declare the liberation groups to be insurrectionists and take “appropriate action.”
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Yes, but the penalties when being caught while being so clever
can be severe.
Crescent Moon
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RESOURCE RUSH
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Over the past thirty years, more and more untapped natural resources are being discovered in the region. New
deposits of ores, precious minerals, and metals have
been found. This has gotten the attention of almost every corporation on the planet; all are looking for ways to
seize control of and cash in on the newfound riches.
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Among the new resources supposedly discovered: orichalcum.
Yeah, let that sink in.
Lyran

This has only exacerbated the already-tense situation as more and more corporate security forces, and in
some cases mercenary groups, enter the area to “keep
the peace.” In reality, all they are there for is to keep just
enough peace so their masters can move in. As of this
writing, the liberation groups have begun to expand their
list of targets. Attacks against these security forces are
becoming more frequent and violent. There is currently a
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Scouting the area before an expedition and asset recovery after
a failed expedition are other new boom markets in the Southern
Provinces. A lot, and I mean a lot of expensive equipment goes
missing every year on these expeditions. So expensive that the
owners will pay handsomely to get it back.
Clockwork
Many of the wandering tribes in the region make their living off
scavenging. Every so often they get together for an impromptu
bazaar. Some of the items they have are quite interesting and
valuable indeed.
Al Dhibi
There’s also supposedly a lot of lost supply caches the
Moroccans hid back in the day. Got a line a few years back about
a squadron’s worth of “preserved” aircraft hidden just south of
the Atlas Mountains. Too bad my source tried to double-cross
me. I really hated having to shoot him. Never did find them.
Kane

The only ones able to successfully traverse and navigate the Western Sahara (without the need for things such
as GPS) are the nomadic Berber tribes. There are approximately forty different Berber tribes in the Southern Provinces region, most of them around the Atlas Mountains.
These tribes and their customs vary, but most will help any
lost or injured they come across—for a price, of course.
That price may be something as simple as an hour’s labor
or a small token of thanks, all the way to arrangements bordering on indentured servitude. It is, however, extremely
ill-advised to insult, harm, or dishonor any of these tribes.
Even the most opposed of these tribes will unite against
outsiders who do them wrong.

<< SHADOWS IN FOCUS: MOROCCO

6

>> SHADOWRUN <<

>
>

It is never a good idea to anger those who may be your only
salvation in a land that almost literally tries to kill you.
Crescent Moon

MOROCCAN PERSONS OF CONTACT:
CASABLANCA/SOUTHERN PROVINCES

POINT OF INTEREST:
PORT OF CASABLANCA

BEDAR
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Metatype: Human
Sex: Male
Age: Young
Connection Rating: 2
Type: Shadow Service
Preferred Payment Method: Cash (credstick)
Hobbies/Vice: Vehicles (sports cars)
Personal Life: In a relationship
Description: Bedar grew up on Casablanca’s streets, in
the shadow of the corporate skytowers. He was always into
electronics, and in his early days he worked on the docks and
as crew for many ships. He saved up enough money to buy
his own car, but he couldn’t afford the licensing to be a taxi
driver. Instead, he started his own business in transportation
and deliveries, both legal and illegal. Business has been good
enough that Bedar continues to trick out his car with a few
amenities, weapons, and defenses. Bedar especially likes to
impersonate the taxi services that denied him membership.
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OLD BEN

Metatype: Human
Sex: Male
Age: Old
Connection Rating: 3
Type: Support
Preferred Payment Method: Barter (easy items to sell)
Hobbies/Vice: Nothing of Interest
Personal Life: Widowed
Description: Old Ben is of the Ait Haddou tribe near the
Altas Mountains. Going blind, he still practices Berber magic
for his tribe and owns the largest herd of camels in the region.
Old Ben travels around the area, caring for his herd and making
trades. He’s supposedly an oracle, though some people think
he’s just crazy. He often talks to the rocks and wind, and some
think he also speaks to djinn. They’re right, for he communes
with the spiritual and natural forces to gain premonitions and
benefit his people. The elders of the Ait Haddou tribe might not
agree with Old Ben’s methods, but they appreciate his results.

It’s not much, but it’s a fairly consistent amount of water. It beats
having to suck imported soy all the time, if you can grow it.
Goat Foot
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Casablanca is a splash of corporate culture in the desert.
Modern buildings with a touch of Moroccan architecture
are stacked along the harbor’s edge. Drones, cranes, and
men move about, distributing cargo and raw materials.
Many Moroccans come to Casablanca for work from
the various corporations. Besides the handling of cargo,
trucks driving out of Casablanca constantly distribute
goods. For the less-traveled locations, various caravans
hired by corporations bring supplies where needed.
Where fisherman once delivered fish, the space is now
filled with tankers, yachts, and other large vessels. Corporate proprietary control over the harbor means that stray
ships will most likely be dealt with harshly. Today’s fishermen have moved south to either locally owned docks in
Casablanca to sell at markets or restaurants, or further to
Dar Bouazza Quarter past the mall.
The port has stretched further north toward Mohammedia as corporations crowd along the edge of the coast.
Behind the harbor are a dozen imposing skytowers. Each
corporation has their own dock for ships, and each skytower has been built to handle airships to distribute cargo
further into Africa. Additionally, the skytowers have had
an impact on the environment. Moisture from fog and
clouds that normally would pass through now drips down
the buildings. Makeshift collectors placed on the buildings
collect the water and distribute it to the urban farms behind them.

NOTABLE CASABLANCA
SKYTOWERS
Starting from the harbor and going north, the most wellknown skytowers include:

AL NECIRA (ARES)

Al Necira is the new Ares port for transporting people and goods across Africa. This metallic tower shines
brightly and is sometimes used as a navigation point.
The airspace around this tower is busy 24–7, with aircraft
of all types, from VTOLs to zeppelins, constantly on the
move. Rumor has it that Ares is constantly reinforcing
their security forces at Kilimanjaro.
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Not as many Ares reinforcements are going to Kenya as they
want you to believe. Most of Ares’ military and security assets
are either at or bound for the Detroit area. Most of the personnel
traveling from Al Necira to Kilimanjaro are mercenaries or their
support staff.
Picador
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