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Illuminati) concerned primarily with human
politics and finance, others (like the Sar-
moung Brotherhood) living a purely mystical
and contemplative life. Most of them, how-
ever, touch both of these areas as they com-
pete with the Arcana of the Nephilim and
with each other for their goals of knowledge
and power. All know that the fictions of his-
tory are but false fronts, behind which the real
wars are fought. the real discoveries are
made, and the real power is wielded.

Since the fall of Atlantis, the secret soci
ties have grown, due to Nephilim patronage o
learned to hate the Nephilim. Wors
Nephilim. These invisible empires
its secrecy.

This sourcebook is for

the False Faces, the Thuggee and the Triads.

mal human existence and the magical realm of the Nephilim. The secret
societies of the West all exist in this shadow continuum, some (like the

portunity — and also their greatest danger.

ook does not deal directly with the Templars — here they shine in the
rom their allies and rivals. Chaosium will be releasing a sourcebook

no doubt also deal with such secret societies as the Mau Mau, the Leopard Men,
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Western Tradition are deeply incestuous,
and plagiarize like so many amoebae
Stream” is a term that is often used

pb}, the sacred River ran
ugb caverns wieasureless to Man
Down to a sunless Sea’
= fmm Kubla Kban, [Jy Sammel Tay[m' Culeriﬁge

e mindset, organization and evolution of Western Tradition secret societies.

Hermeticism

The term Hermeticism comes from Hermes Trismegistus (“Hermes the Thrice
Great"), who was originally the Greek name for the Egyptian god of magic, Thoth.
Later, Hermes Trismegistus was considered to be the first sorcerer, using his magics
to become “prophet, priest and king" (the “thrice” in “thrice great"). Although the

stories vary, he is given credit for designing the Pyramids, in-

that in the whole venting astrology, creating the Tarot deck and giving the secret
Ibﬂt does not reveal of hieroglyphics to the Egyptian priesthood. Who Hermes Tris-
i tbougfyt," megistus actually was is a matter of conjecture, although he is

Liiint [U Umiberto Eco almost certainly a “composite” figure of Akhenaton, Imhotep.,
- and an Agarthan Nephilim. Certainly the Hermetic manuscripts
i e are the work of more than one author.



In the second or third century A.D., a body of work ascribed to Hermes Trismegis-
tus began circulating as the Corpus Hermeticum (the “collected works" of Hermes).
The central work was called the Tabula Smaragdina (“Emerald Tablet"), and was sup-
posedly discovered by Abraham’s wife Sarah or by Alexander the Great in a cave in
Palestine. The Emerald Tablet contained thirteen precepts which defined the laws of
magic and the nature of reality, although their exact order and contents differ depend-
ing on the translation.

The central tenet of the Emerald Tablet is the maxim “As above, so below", imply-
ing the essential interconnectedness of all things in the macrocosm (the world of
forms, powers and realities, signified by the motions of the planets) and the micro-
cosm (the material world of the Earth and its inhabitants). This sense of interconnect-
edness, of a “cosmic web" linking all things above and below, is the basis of astrology,
alchemy, kabbalism, the tarot, and virtually all elements of the Western occult tradi-
tion, Hermetic thought influenced the Gnostics, Jews, Christians (St. Augustine quotes
the Hermeticum), and pagan philosophers, especially the “‘neo-Platonists” like
Plotinus, lamblichos and Damascius. Iamblichos wrote a number of works which
were suppressed by the Church and lost in the Dark Ages, and only survive in f'rag-
ments today. He described the 22 Arcana and the influences of the plan
implying that he was possibly a Nephilim. Contrarily, both the Ordeg
Fleece and the Rosicrucians claim him as a member, so
matters attached to Hermeticism) remain vague.
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sin and rival, Christianity. The word comes from the Greek word gnosis, 5 &
meaning “‘knowledge", and refers to the core Gnostic belief that the key to enlighten- bl S g
ment is the attainment of knowledge, whether from secret texts, instruction from a wg g g
mentor, or sudden personal illumination. This is in contrast to the Christian belief that s P |
enlightenment is revealed to all men by God in prophecy, revelation, or Scripture, and - . -
not susceptible to purely mortal attainment. Wk SR
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The origins of Gnosticism predate Christianity, with the traditions of a secret
knowledge running back into the mists of Egyptian and Sumerian antiquity. It
achieved its first independent form in the schools of thought that gathered in the first
century B.C. around what would become the Corpus Hermeticum. Many sects and
cults in the centuries surrounding the Jesus Incident shared portions of the Gnostic
B : tradition, although the first groups to actually call themselves “gnostics” app
the late first century A.D.

- “These texts are vot addressed to common mortals... Gnostic _These groups had widely di
perception is a path reserved for an elite... Fov, in the words origins and fates, but the general pat
of the Bible: Do mot cast your pear[s befure swine." and religion was repeated :

. X world. Fundamentally
- Kamaf]umb(attj, Druze Guostic [eabe.r, 197 colf iis its tenats hol

trapped in the base 1
cation with the pure light of another plane. Each 1s such a® indifferent to
the corrupt world and seeking only the necessary’k ' the od to return

| . ity possessed the divine spark, that
o I there were purely gi i 5, "'ps " beings who served the evil Demi-
- ' ed" beings, who were destined to rejoin
the “aeons" or perfect beings of spirit.
This justified, for some Gnostic orders,
the deliberate concealment of the truth
from the world at large, and even lying
to their own lay members about the or-
der’s theology. Some Gnostic sects cre-
ated hierarchies of gods and demons,
primary among them being Sophia, the
feminine principle of Wisdom, which
must be rescued by [umination from
the Material.

If Gnosticism ever had a common
thread, it was in the teachings of Va-
lentinus (100?-161), who tried to organ-
ize the Gnostic mythos through the light
of the Jesus Incident, and created the
Gnostic  schools of Alexandria and
Rome which spread throughout the
Mediterranean.  Gnosticism’s  other
founding father was Mani (216-276).
who tied the Zoroastrian dualism of
Ahriman and Ormazd into the Gnostic
cosmology of matter and spirit, creating

_ . e ' Manicheanism. the doctrine that God
- and Satan are equivalent in power, and that Satan has lordship over the material and
e earthly.



All forms of Gnosticism were roundly condemned by the Church as heretical, and
stamped out before they had the chance to cohere into anything like a common theol-
ogy. The result of this persecution and scattering was that Gnosticism came to be iden-
tified with any rebellion against traditional authority, and that its various sects rang
interminable changes on the basic themes until no two Gnosticisms were alike.

Many earthly secret societies and religious cults were wholly or partially Gnostic,
from the Druze Muslims to the Joachimite Christians of l4th-century Italy, The
Cathars, the best-known Gnostic sect. were rare in that their central group of “elect”,
the Perfecti, were actually Nephilim, attempting to proceed with their own plans at the
expense of the equally Gnostic Templars.

The Gnostic myth is the central, empowering myth of virtually all secret societies,
both the selfish and the selfless. It is easy to see how a doctrine putting emphasis on
knowledge. secrecy. destiny. and the existence of a chosen few would “supercharge”
the ritual of any secret group. And indeed, following the Gnostic formulation, the
number of secret societies has continued to increase. Groups like the Templars see
themselves as the rightful lords of the earth, due to their superior knowledge of occult
matters, Groups like the Mithradites see themselves as benevolent stewards of the
Light for humans who are not yet able to know the Truth. It has been theori !
entire structure of “overt" Gnosticism, every Gnostic sect, creed and sg
based on misunderstood eavesdroppings on Nephilim tru

Their destiny is to be reunited with the light at the end of the G
and only they are capable of its attainment. They ; i
common run of humanity. They must work in segfecy, : i other in
complex ritual and initiation. For humans —
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ater with the publication of the “Rosicrucian Manifes- A
ic works which drew virtually every element of the West- T,

“The Rosicrucians were everye
they didw't exist. '

which together indicate the central tenet of Rosicru- — from
cianism, the joining or sublimation of the elements into a per-
fected whole.

Rosicrucianism is built around three elements. called “magiam, cabala and al-
chemiam", which are easily recognizable as the three occult sciences of the Nephilim,



The Rosicrucian Order began with the Promethean Brotherhood, and was originally a
human auxiliary to the Nephilim-dominated Prometheans. In Mesopotamia it was
known as the Sarmoung Brotherhood, and in Egypt it was created as the White Lodge
i under either Pharaoh Ahmose (1580-1557 B.C.) or Pharach Thutmose 111 (1501-1447
i i e B.C.), both of the Eighteenth Dynasty. The Assyrians splintered the Sarmoung Broth-
L i erhood, and the White Lodge went underground
¢ = the end of Akhenaton’s reign.

Throughout history, the hum
cian orders began to lose their enth
sisting the Nephilim, and
knowledge for themsel
in splits within orde
although a system
been able to organize S. in Rosicrucian

split repeatedly, in addition to tak ifferent names in dif-

ferent locatiens and times.
Js to leave Rosicrucianism as what it be-
anizing knowledge, for preparing its
reating a conceptual framework for

eory, Gnosticism is a theology, and Rosicrucianism is a
asonry is simply a system of organization. However, it is such a
in less than a century, virtually all Western occult groups were

rule of a “grand lodge" in the capital, following a series of rituals derived from
Scottish Rosicrucian mysticism of the Renaissance. The system of “degrees”, in
which the Gnostic notion of the exclusivity of Truth is softened to a well-defined in-
itiation into greater and greater power and understanding, began with the three de-
grees and has expanded to thirty-three or (in some systems) hundreds of degrees. The
organization as a whole serves as a “spiritual
knighthood" for those who wish to work or think in
fellowship with searchers for truth, justice, free-
dom or enlightenment without the strictures of out-
side society.

YUY, tbe pretext [‘Jekinb wbicﬁ all Lbe agemts Gf
@ ) clas ) each trying to tear a piece of the
eys.” "Masonry was [ike Rick’s in Casablanca...

ide Dotm the notion that it was a secret society! o ‘
: For secret societies, the attractions of Masonry

e ~ fmmP@ﬁmwlt’s Pendulum, by Umberto o are obvious. The rituals provide a cover for genuine
il investigations into the occult. the lodges give a

e R
1= A e ready-made organizational structure, and the degrees serve to keep motives obscure or
L 9 totally hidden from the law, the Church, or even insufficiently eager fellow-Masons.
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The simplicity. purity of design, and smoothness of function of Masonry is both a
lestament to its architects and the secret of its success.

The roots of Masonry, like so many wellsprings of the Underground Stream, are
hidden in the mists of history and controversy. Guilds of “operative” masons, people
who actually built structures in stone, have been reliably traced to the tenth century in
the English kingdoms. and must have existed in the great civilizations of the past.

“Speculative” masonry, the notion of a brotherhood of like-minded searchers for
truth and illumination, goes back much further, at least as far as ancient Egypt, al-
though no doubt in considerably different forms from its current nature. Speculative
masonry probably had only the most tangential of connection with operative stonema-
sonry for millennia. only in such projects as the building of the Pyramids or (tradition-
ally) Solomon's Temple.

The major occultation of operative masonry by speculative masonry came in the
Middle Ages, as the Templars used stonemasons’ guilds to raise the Gothic cathedrals
and arcane fortresses that were the nodal points of their occult network. To properly
fulfill the Plan, these stonemasons needed to be directed by occult initiates, and so the
Templars created the Compagnons des Devoirs, made up of men high in the stom:md—
sons’ operative guilds who could be trusted to leamn the occult secrets
hermeticism.

Following the suppression of the Templars™ overt kni
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initiation outside Scotland took place 1 f o
For the next seventy years or so, Masonry b v s;ﬁg e .
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a wildfire throughout the

of the time. Less than «1 declare, and 1 challenge all manfzmb to contradict, wy f}ec[a—

ration, that wo man can give amy account o the Or@gf‘ u‘f Free
Masonry, { its origin, of its history, of its object, nor any ex-

p[fmatmn of its nmsteﬂes auﬁ 1bo ,wbl aoes not [eam
the wind in total uncertainty on these points.
il — Adam Weishaupt
asonry, the nearest thing to “pure" Masonry left after the -
etender in 1745, was split by the American Revolution, as the L

ns went about founding a Masonic Republic in the face of opposition

from the Grand Lodge. By the Wilhelmsbad Congress in 1782, with the reintroduction P RS
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observa A perate. e stockholder corporations, military
organizations. or i , the workings of individual secret
sence of hard data about any specific society. it is
sary to generalize from known societies the kinds
astraints and unique opportunities that secret so-
cieties operate with in the world of the Nephilim. Not
all societies follow any one model, but the very nature
of secret societies in the West makes it likely they will
organize, recruil, communicate, and do battle in much
the same fashion regardless of their important differ-
ences in doctrine or belief.

”In tbe atwmpt to cnnbmt tf;e government o[ this m

“which at the last moment wiay baﬁle all our ape
“Societies which have vegular agents ever;gwbe
namnce assassivation, and wlnge '
wassacre,’

useful parallel can be made with the espionage services of the great powers,
used deceit. trickery, assassination. and false fronts whether they served God-
less Communism, King and Country, or Mom and Apple Pie. Indeed, secret societies
are somewhat like “freelance” espionage services, like the SPECTRE of the James
Bond novels in Templar regalia.

Organization: The Cell, the
Lodge and the Pyramid

L/ Most large secret societies are organized in one of three fashions: the conspiratorial
e B cell, the Masonic lodge. or the military pyramid. Obviously, these are not hard-and-
‘ 3 fast categories. Cells can be organized pyramidically or at the centers of lodges,
lodges can be as small as cells. or the pyramid can be made up of mutually-unknown




