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INTRODUCTION

by George H. Scithers

Here are thir teen sto ries, three haiku, and a con -
ven tional poem, all in volv ing cats. A few, like “The
Cats of Ulthar” and “Kreativity for Kats,” are  well-
 known clas sics; oth ers, like “Creeper Shad ows,” are
freshly writ ten and came me ow ing to us in search of a
home at Cat Tales, 9710 Traville Gate way Dr, #234,
Rockville MD 20850 or by e-mail to g-scithers@sff.net. 
(Do be sure that e-mailed sto ries in clude both your
 snail- mail and your e-mail ad dresses.)

Cat Tales: Fan tas tic Fe line Fic tion of fers a home for 
many sorts of sto ries in volv ing cats: fan tasy sto ries,
mys tery sto ries, and sci ence-fic tion sto ries — and ev -
ery so of ten a story that doesn't quite fit into any of
these  gen res, just to pres ent our read ers with the un -
ex pected. We also seek po etry in volv ing cats. 

Cat Tales is in tended to be a con tin u ing se ries,
rather like a mag a zine in pa per back-book for mat. Our 
first vol ume is de voted mostly to fan tasy sto ries — a
deal with the Devil, a re-in car na tion, and a long tale
of Me di eval magic, even a dragon — along with a cou -
ple of mur ders and a sci ence-fic tion story. For our
next vol ume, well, let's see who we find purr ing in side
our mail bag.

It's hardly sur pris ing, con sid er ing all our fic tion in -
volves cats and the peo ple who are owned by them,
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that so many of our con tri bu tors are from the United
King dom, Can ada, Aus tra lia, and New Zea land.

While we wel come re prints as well as new sto ries,
we pre fer ones that have not been pub lished re cently
in North Amer ica. Do be ware of sto ries whose “cats”
are better de scribed as elves, gnomes, or lit tle men
who are dressed up in furry cos tumes and are just
 pretending to be cats. We and our read ers strongly
pre fer be liev able cats be hav ing in be liev able, cat-like
ways, cop ing with what ever strange things — fan tas -
tic, mys te ri ous, or sci ence-fic tional — that be fall them 
and their hu man com pan ions.

Our up per limit is sup posed to be around 15,000
words, but can be flex i ble about that. We want to
avoid talk ing cats (yes, yes, we know: one of the cats in 
this is sue does say six words, but that’s a spe cial case
— you'll see what we mean) and and to avoid cats com -
ing to a bad end on stage. Think of Cat Tales as a place 
for sto ries told (or read) by the fire place with a con -
tented cat purr ing in your lap.  U
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