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Designer’s Note

I created Zobeck out of frustration with the state of fantasy. I wrote it because —
much as I love Arthurian, Tolkienesque, Norse-and-Celtic-tinged Western fantasy
— some styles of fantasy and entire sections of the map have been ignored by D&D
gaming for much too long.

I’m talking about the mythos and legends of Eastern and Central Europe, things
that have always been hinted at around the edges of the D&D cosmology and
canon, but which are not exactly central. Sure, you can find a clay golem, vampires,
and kobolds in the core monster books — all derived from Eastern European sources.
If you look a little harder, you can find the rusalka, the vodyanoi, or a Baba Yaga
reference. Good luck finding anything related to the Lorelei, or the gods of the East,
or the winged Hussars of Poland or the rampaging Tartars.

The myths of Germany and the East are the legends in my blood and my family; I
come from a Polish and German background, and so those stories have always had a
special place for me. Most people know the Brothers Grimm, but there’s much more
to it, of course, and it seemed like a mine of inspiration that no one had touched.

I didn’t want to build a slavishly faithfulGZsreation of real European tradition,
but it seemed obvious to me when cre® Zobeck that the legends I'm talking
about were both extremely accessible to»n American and Anglophone audience,
and largely ignored. So, what the Iﬂﬁ@jﬂw Iron Curtain fell 20 years ago. It’s time

to reclaim the dark legends of thg@Nt, of a trade city on a large river, of the dark
forests and the wild creatures tleaRveep across the plains like Mongol hordes, of the
learned men of the academy Y& build monsters and powerful clocks.

This is my Teutonic dr%vf that place and that feeling, a fantasy of lands where
druids are unknown but the/centaurs raid along the hills, where dwarves come down
from the mountains to fight as mercenaries for small principalities and city-states,
and where a vampire prince rules not far from a city on the riverbanks.

Best of all, the creation that started two years ago has become a shared world, with
influence from Nicolas Logue, Joshua Stevens, Ben McFarland, and so many others I
can’t name them all here.

And now it’s your turn to share the world, and make it your own. It’s a friendly
place, though full of strivers, pickpockets, tinkerers, and dreamers; do with it what
you will.

Welcome to a crowded city full of kobolds and adventure. Welcome to Zobeck!

Wollgang Baur

November 17,2008
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