
A BRAND NEW TRADE PAPERBACK  
BOOK IS BARRELING DOWN THE TRACKS!!

ADVENTURE!! MAYHEM!!  LAUGHS!! DRAMA!!

Most of these stand 

 alone special issues have 

been out of print and out of 

stock for over 15 YEARS!!

AVAILABLE NOW!! • WWW.KENZERCO.COM 

Loaded down to the axels with FIVE long-out-of-print 

Knights of the Dinner Table special  

issues — you will NOT want to miss this journey.

Countless hit-points were lost cramming  

128 pages of material between two covers!

Includes the following issues:
• The Origins 2003 Special 
• The Origins 2004 Special 

• Diamond Exclusive KODT issue #1 
• Diamond Exclusive KODT issue #2 
• Diamond Exclusive KODT issue #3

WOW!
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NINE NEW  

Bundles of Trouble as 

Print Books or PDFs. 

 

 

www.kenzerco.com

AVAILABLE NOW! 

FOR THE LOVE OF GAWD 

— TAKE ACTION, NOW¡¡

DON’T LET YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION RUN OUT!

RENEWAL IS ONE QUICK BROWSER CLICK AWAY

WWW.KENZERCO.COM
NOT A KODT SUBSCRIBER..?  WE CAN FIX THAT — CLICK-CLICK, DUDE

SUPPORT SMALL PUBLISHERS

DISTRIBUTORS WHO CARRY KODT 
AND KENZERCO PRODUCT 

ACD Distribution. • Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.  • Asmodee
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 © Copyright 2021,  Kenzer  and Company, All Rights Reserved. Knights of the Dinner Table® magazine  
(ISSN 1526-307X) is published monthly by Kenzer and Company, 808 Endicott Rd., Highwood, IL 60040.

LEGAL NOTICE: Knights of the Dinner Table, HackMaster and Kingdoms of Kalamar are registered trademarks of Kenzer and Company,  All Things Magic, Back Room at the Games Pit, Bait 
and Tackle, Board Squawk, Brian’s Small Press Picks, Celebrity Hack, Cries from the Attic, Deadly Trappings, Disks of Wondrous Power, GameMasters’ Workshop, Game Mechanic, Gamer 
Pulpit,  GameVine, Gaming the Movies, Gary Jackson Files, Hacklopedia of Beasts, Hard Eight Enterprises, kenzerco.com,  KODT, Lookin’ at Comics, Off the Shelf,  One-Two Punches, Parting 
Shots, Players’ Advantage, Radio Free KODT, Retro-KODT, RFKODT, Rustlers of the Night, SpellJacked, Summon Web Scryer, Table Talk, Tales from the Table, The Gamer’s Rant on the 
Movies/TV. The Good, the Bad and the Ugly, The “Indy” Game Scene, the Kenzer and Company Logo, The Quotable Gamer, Weird Pete’s Bulletin Board, W.W.A.G.D. and all prominent char-
acters and likenesses thereof are trademarks of Kenzer and Company. If you are actually reading this you may take 250 experience points for being observant.

CONTENTS

Cries from the Attic 

Table Talk: Letters Page 

Back Room at the Games Pit 

Weird Pete’s Bulletin Board

DEPARTMENTS

REGULAR COLUMNS

REVIEWS

Off the Shelf

61
Run, Cowboy, Run, Dungeon Decorators,  

The Haunted Mansion

5

 62

60

Editorial of a madman

Our readers talk back

An opinion arena where  
readers can sound off

Classified ads, personals 
and other strangeness

by Ken Newquist Explore the Echos of Print with Digital Magazines

Actual tales from the gaming table

59

4 58

54

SPECIAL FEATURES

by Alan Hume 
Twilight 2000

GAMEMASTER’S WORKSHOP

51

46

50

48

53 Deadly Trappings

Bait & Tackle

Well of Eyes by Barb Blackburn

Adventure hooks on the fly

Kadeer, Ravensblood by Barb Blackburn

Mask of the Blind Raven by Barb Blackburn

ISSUE 288: DEMON IN A GAME

Denizens of Tellene 

All Things Magic

Tales from the Table

Gaming the Movies: 
Wynonna Earp 
by James Davenport  

Lost Game Safari

Brian’s Picks

Indy Game Scene

by Egg Embry 
UnFamiliar: Release the Tiny Beasts!

56

Web Scryer

Tales from the 
Muncie-verse:  A 
KODT Fan-Game

32

41

  by Thomas Elliot

by Noah Chinn 
Ready Player TwoSam

ple 
file



Knights of the Dinner Table® #288 3

PUBLISHER  Kenzer and Company 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  
Jolly R. Blackburn • jolly@kenzerco.com 

ASSISTANT EDITOR  
Barbara Blackburn • barbwryter@gmail.com 

KODT DEVELOPMENT TEAM   
Jolly R. Blackburn •  David S. Kenzer 

  Brian Jelke • Barbara Blackburn 
 

KODT STRIP ART Jolly R. Blackburn  

COVER ART The Fraim Brothers 

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS 
Brendon Fraim • Brian Fraim    

 Bill “Indy” Cavalier •  Jolly Blackburn  
David Seymour  •  Ed Squair • Cosmo Joe 

 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 

 Kenneth Newquist • Noah Chinn 
Jolly R. Blackburn • Egg Embry  

 Alan Hume  • James Davenport 
Thomas Elliot • Benjamin Lomax 

Barbara Blackburn 

SALES/MARKETING/ADVERTISING 
Barbara Blackburn • barbwryter@gmail.com 

847 508-2317 
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES orders@kenzerco.com  

 CHARMED PERSONS 
Kevin Vance • Jack Grayson • Craig Zipse

PRINTED IN U.S.A.   
Postmaster: Send address changes to: 

 
Knights of the Dinner Table 

808 Endicott Rd., Highwood, IL 60040  
  E-Mail: jollybgood@me.com   •   Phone:  847 508-2317 

World Wide Web: www.kenzerco.com  
Submissions:  We accept submissions for strip ideas, jokes, cartoons, 
etc. We are interested in running anything that other gamers and fans 
would enjoy. Check out our website for writer’s guidelines. 
 
Subscriptions: A standard 12-issue monthly subscription is only 
$85.99 (or $70.99 for slower bulk mail shipping). [US $98.99 for 
Canada or US $122.99 for other foreign locations.]   6- and 24-issue 
subscriptions are also available.   
To subscribe, order by credit card at our online store at 
HTTP://WWW.KENZERCO.COM or send a check or money order (made 
payable to Kenzer and Company) to: 
 

Kenzer & Company KODT Subscriptions, 
808 Endicott Rd., Highwood, IL 60040 

  
Back Issues: Older issues and other KODT merchandise are avail-
able for direct purchase on our website at HTTP://WWW.KENZERCO.COM 
  
ATTENTION RETAILERS: If you are having difficulty getting our 
product (including back issues and RPGs) please call or e-mail us.

KNIGHTS OF THE DINNER TABLE™ was accidentally created by Jolly R. Blackburn 
way back in 1990 as ‘filler’ for his small press magazine, Shadis.  It was 

something of a ‘creative burp’ and Jolly really didn’t give it much thought.  
Perhaps that’s why he was just as surprised as anyone that soon KODT was 
overshadowing everything else he’d ever done and that the created was now 

controlling the  creator. The Knights have gone far beyond anything Jolly or the D-Team (David 
Kenzer, Brian Jelke, Steve Johansson and Barbara Blackburn) ever imagined.  In 2006, Jolly was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame.  Now, with over 288 issues and over 90 trade paper backs under 
their belts, it’s been a wild ride and we look forward to seeing where the Knights take us next.  
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THE COVER
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Bill “Indy” Cavalier, Cosmo Joe 

David Seymour, Ed Squair

®

OTHER TOONS

9  The Road Show 

11  Game Face 

14 In and Out 

18  Guys Night 

20 Bad Blood 

22 The Edge 

25  Black Hands Dossiers 

31  Carry the News 

63  One-Two Punches

KNIGHTS OF THE DINNER TABLE
COMIC STRIPS

Jolly was inspired to retheme 
a classic 70’s movie poster for 
this month’s issue. 
We’ll let you guess which 
movie it was.

 
Additional Cartoons
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25 Years Ago This Month: Sept 2001: Dragon Magazine 233 — Brian can’t resist pushing 
the “big shiny red button”. This strip was the first mention of Johnny Kizinski — Jolly

CONVENTIONS... THE AFTERMATH

A s the Knights and the rest of their pals from Muncie return 
from Gary Con, a lot of gamers can relate to the feelings and 
activities that come after such an event. Conventions are a 

rush. The aftermath takes some transition time. 
After days of intense stimulation, crowds, games, tempting geeky 

offerings all around, when it is over, there is a sense of relief, and a bit of 
sadness. Recently, the Kenzer crew returned from Gen Con, and a lot of 
our friends are currently experiencing the aftermath of Game Hole Con, 
held in Madison, Wisconsin. If you are a vendor, like Weird Pete, there are 
the bone-wearying tasks of travel, unpacking product, and returning 
rental vans or trailers on time, and even planning for next year. If you are 
an attendee, you still have travel and unpacking, lots of laundry, and then 
perhaps time to reflect on the fun you had, and the people you got to see 
that you don’t see enough of during the regular parts of the year. 

Patty and her carload of friends are driving back, as she decompresses 
from the fact that things did not go her way in her favorite UN game. We 
have faith that she will forgive Lloyd for playing things his way, even if he 
was not the pawn she wanted him to be. 

Brian certainly has a lot to recover from, after his unplanned hospital 
visit, and more. But, it is nice to see Pete and Bob are still spry and happy 
even after having unloaded a trailer full of stuff, but  Nitro is a bit on the 
irritable side. Little Squirrely is just plain pooped out.  

 
 

Because of the pandemic, a lot of gamers have still been unable to 
attend any gaming conventions for awhile, so they have had to live vic-
ariously through their favorite KODT characters. We hope that things will 
get better in the real world for gamers who miss attending conventions 
in person. Whatever the case may be, the Knights have none of the real-
world problems that sometimes get us all a bit down in the dumps. 

Soon, things in the Muncieverse will return to normal, with Knights sit-
ting around B.A.’s table, tossing dice and trying to gain every advantage. 
Patty will get her kitty back and Bob, Pete and Squirrely will man the 
Games Pit.  

We hope you all enjoyed the convention-going of the last few issues, 
and are eager to see what comes next. I know I am excited to see what 
happens in B.A.’s game. I have missed him behind the GM screen, even if 
I loved seeing Sara back there. 

Here is to wishing the Knights and our gaming friends a great conven-
tion aftermath, and many more years of gaming, con going and hilarious 
table stories. Perhaps we will see some of you at more conventions in the 
future. 

Until then, don’t stop reading, or rolling the dice with friends. 
Game on, folks. ! And may all your hits be crits!  

Barbara A.  Blackburn 

October  12, 2021
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The mail just never 
seems to stop.  While we make every 
effort to read each and every letter, 
it is not always possible to give a 

personal reply. Even if your letter doesn’t hap-
pen to be published or if you don’t get a direct 
response, rest assured you are being heard. 

Remember, KODT is an interactive  
magazine.  We want you, the reader, to be 
involved.  So keep your suggestions, thoughts 
and opinions (constructive and otherwise) 
coming. Opinions expressed by readers are not 
necessarily shared by the editor or Kenzer and 
Company.  Please be aware that due to space 
considerations, some letters have been edited 

and/or trimmed.  — Jolly 

PLAYING WELL WITH OTHERS 
I’ve noticed in recent issues more and 

more letters popping up in the vein that 
depicting certain of the (shall we say) less 
nice KODT cast doing and saying bad things 
is the same thing as advocating said bad 
things.   

I always saw that as more a concession to 
reality:  sometimes people do and say bad 
stuff.  And a comeuppance does not always 
happen. 

Plus, as a humor serial, there seems to be 
more humor that can be mined from the 
flawed than from the flawless.   (With rare 
exceptions.  The Japanese series “Haven’t 
You Heard?  I’m Sakamoto!” exaggerates 
the lead character’s perfection to the point 
he becomes ridiculous). 

John Ellis 7 

CURSED BOOK...? 

Thanks for another great issue guys. I had 
to laugh at Brian’s reaction when he saw the 
“cursed book”, Pete was trying to give him. 

I really love how superstitious the charac-
ters in the comic are. All the little rituals, PC 
Kill Dozer the twenty sider, the Bridenthal 
Luck Dampening Jar (I actually made one  
way back according to the steps Brian 
described in the strip way back when). I love 
it all. Which brings me to my question. 

If I were to send you my HackMaster 
Players Handbook would you and Dave 
Kenzer sign it exactly the way Gary signed 
the one in the strip? I think it would be awe-
some, 

George Poe7 

Nice try, George. You almost had me. Let me 
guess, you read about Newt’s handiwork in 
KODT 287 in regards to Gary’s scrawlings.  

You are the third reader to ask. ;) —Jolly 

HOODY HOO! 

I’ll start with a shout out to The Hit 
Pointe for offering catalog sales, the only 
way to get stuff here.  

Please don’t kill the mage, I’m supporting 
the only local bookstore, I have access to at 
this time. I have slowly been ordering 
backissues of KODT. 

Just recently I was able to acquire issue 
#23, Dice Follies. On page 11, it has the 
“Players Code of Conduct.” We have updated 
that here at our table with a new rule that is 
as follows; 

“11. A player shall not covet or touch a fel-
low player’s character sheet, coupons, gaming 
cards, good luck charms  or miniatures with-
out permission.” 

We also amended #9 to include the “with-
out permission” clause pertaining to touch-
ing dice. This allows the players to be able to 
use some discretion at the table. 

I can’t wait to hear back from you all. 

Th smiles here when I show someone the 
latest KODT purchases lets me know just 
how appreciated you all are. 

I can’t tell you in words how much it 
means to us, so I’ll have to let your imagina-
tion take over. 

David B. Amberson 
Big Spring, Texas 

HOW TO CONTACT US  
^:  Via ONLINE FORUM — Just pop over to www.kenzerco.com and visit our discussion forums 
7: via E-MAIL — Send your strip ideas, reader mail, back room fodder and questions to jolly@kenzerco.com 
.  via SNAIL MAIL — Or write to us at KODT c/o KenzerCo   309 S Dilger Ave, Waukegan, IL  60085 
z:   via TWITTER — kenzerco or jollybgood    FB: via Facebook — Kenzerco OR Jolly Blackburn
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T his year’s Gencon was very special. Not only was it 
the FIRST Gencon in two years (thanks Covid-19) but 

it was a month later than usual, capped at 50% capacity 
and had a mask mandate. And... 

It was AWESOME!!  For four days we hung out with 
our fellow gamers, selling product, running demos, 
tossing dice. And not on incident or any drama.  

It seemed everyone came to game and rub elbows 
with their fellow gamers. This is the way. 

Many thanks to Peter Atkinson and his hard working 
staff for pulling this off. — Jolly 

September 16-19 2021
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