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Preface
SalutaƟ ons and approbaƟ ons, honored member!

I gratefully extend my fi guraƟ ve hand to you for your conƟ nued parƟ cipaƟ on in and support of our esteemed brotherhood (and now 
sisterhood as I’m so regularly reminded by our fairer members) the Order of Adventurers, Explorers, and Treasure Seekers. Your 
annual fees and regular Ɵ thing of rumors, maps, and lore make it possible for the Order to support all our brave members in their 
pursuits of wealth, adventure, and glory no maƩ er where they may roam. These generous donaƟ ons also assist the Order in caring 
for the less fortunate of our organizaƟ on or those they leave behind.

The chapbook you now hold in your hands is another result of your annual contribuƟ ons. As a member in good standing, your pay-
ment of this year’s dues enƟ tles you to this complimentary copy of the fi rst-ever Adventurer’s Almanac, a new endeavor by the Order 
of Adventurers, Explorers, and Treasure Seekers. Here, between these covers, you will fi nd a compete calendar of the year to come 
annotated with important events, feasts, fesƟ vals, and holidays. All too oŌ en has one of our members perished due to a dearth of 
knowledge concerning important annual events—the fate of Hogg’s Band aŌ er deciding to plumb the Lich’s Lick during Dead Feast 
springs to mind—and this calendar hopes to prevent such tragedies in the coming year.

In addiƟ on to being a compendium of events both celesƟ al and terrestrial, the Adventurer’s Almanac collects an array of current 
rumors, known adventuring sites, recently unearthed treasures, and other informaƟ on perƟ nent to our occupaƟ ons, all of which have  
been supplied by members of the Order just like you. Each kernel of knowledge has been checked for authenƟ city to the best of our 
ability, but we hope you’ll remember that some of our brethren are wont to engage in exaggeraƟ on or hyperbole, so always keep 
your wits about you and never assume such lore to be truthful unƟ l verifi ed by your own eyes. If this almanac is successful, the Order 
will be looking to repeat its publicaƟ on next year, so please keep your ears open for new rumors, recently discovered ruins, and any 
other useful lore you encounter on your expediƟ ons.

Good roads to you all and may Chance favor your endeavors.

Vester X. Reodotyl, Grandmaster of the Order of Adventurers, Explorers, and Treasure Seekers.
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IntroducƟ on
In their rush to create an interesƟ ng campaign world for their players to explore, many game masters expend their energies drawing 
maps, building encounters, and craŌ ing carefully balanced NPCs to challenge the characters. In all the excitement to get to the meat 
of the encounter—typically combat—it is easy to forget that it is oŌ en the liƩ le nuances that bring a fantasy world to life and not the 
pitched baƩ les that play out during the course of a gaming session.

Another problem that plagues many a roleplaying campaign is game master burnout, a phenomenon that usually occurs because the 
game master has exhausted his creaƟ vity in coming up with interesƟ ng adventures and new creatures, treasures, and magic to thrill 
his players. It happens to the best of referees and is one of the hazards of taking responsibility for entertaining your friends around 
the gaming table on a regular basis.

The Adventurer’s Almanac is intended to address both of these issues by providing the game master with a bevy of material to add to 
his campaign, draw inspiraƟ on from, and use as adventure seeds to build his own exciƟ ng scenarios. In addiƟ on, the Almanac intro-
duces a generic yet interesƟ ng fantasy calendar with which to organize his campaign world and help breathe life into the seƫ  ng. It 
literally gives the game master an enƟ re year’s worth of material for his campaign.

The Adventurer’s Almanac diff ers from most commercially produced role-playing game supplements. Within these pages you won’t 
fi nd many hard game mechanics or creature aƩ ributes. Instead, this book provides the reader with adventure seeds, campaign color, 
suggesƟ ons for new treasures and systems, and other content commonly called “fl uff ” by role-playing afi cionados. Like the author’s 
previous book, The Dungeon Alphabet, this almanac is intended to serve as a springboard for your own creaƟ vity rather than a hard 
and fast “this is how you do it” instrucƟ on manual.

The material provided in this book is intended to be used with any fantasy role-playing system. To help assist the game master in 
incorporaƟ ng it into his own campaign world and rule set, the author has presented the informaƟ on herein in a system neutral format. 
SuggesƟ ons for how to apply one’s preferred rules are provided and mechanical modifi ers are given in a two-fold manner that can be 
used whether your systems employs a d20 or percenƟ le dice to determine success. As in all things in the game master’s world, he has 
the fi nal say on how to include the material in the Adventurer’s Almanac in his own campaign. There is no right or wrong way to uƟ lize 
the material of this book, so long as you and your players have fun. This material is yours to do with as you wish. Let your imaginaƟ on 
run riot.

Although the author is aware that fantasy role-playing games are played throughout the world and that campaign worlds run the 
gamut from the pseudo-historical to the totally outlandish, some concessions had to be made with the Adventurer’s Almanac to make 
the most of the limited space available for new material. This book assumes the game master’s campaign takes place in a temperate 
region in the northern hemisphere of a round world with a revoluƟ on similar to that of Earth. The seasons, month descripƟ ons, and 
many adventure seeds are based on this assumpƟ on. Some modifi caƟ ons may be necessary if your game occurs in a signifi cantly diff er-
ent locaƟ on. Also, the various animals aƩ ributed to each day are derived from a wide range of real creatures from various climates and 
conƟ nents around the world. Game masters are free to remove the names of any animal not typically known amongst the denizens of 
their campaign worlds and replace them with more appropriate mundane and mythological creatures. The Grand Course of Days works 
best when modifi ed to refl ect the world it inhabits.

The book also assumes that there is some large central body of government in your campaign world. For demonstraƟ on’s sake, the 
Adventurer’s Almanac uses the fi cƟ onal Aeternal Empire, a Rome-like imperial realm that has stood for centuries. Despite its size, most 
events and adventure seeds situated in the Aeternal Empire can easily be relocated to any (mostly) civilized land with a stable govern-
ment. 
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The Grand Course of Days
The Adventurer’s Almanac is intended to give the game master a calendar that is fantasƟ cal enough to allow the players to lose them-
selves in the game seƫ  ng without completely losing their grasp on the structure of weeks, months, and years. This calendar, known 
as The Grand Course of Days, is based on our earthly calendar but with enough tweaks and addiƟ ons to make it seem at home in a 
game rife with dragons, elves, and magic. Although this calendar makes basic earthlike assumpƟ ons about the passage of Ɵ me (365.25 
days to the year) and lunar phenomenon (one moon with a revoluƟ on of about 27.4 days), it can be modifi ed by the game master to 
accommodate more days or mulƟ ple satellites by simply adding them to the 13-month calendar. 

The Grand Course of Days, was created by the chronologer Phutataes in the year now known as -6 GCY (Grand Course Years). Phutataes 
based his calendar on a much earlier one whose origins lie with the Ineff able Ancients of the southern jungles. Phutataes combined this 
calendar with the horoscopy of Ekkim the Strange, an astrologer best known for aƩ ribuƟ ng each day of the year to an animal spirit that 
infl uences the events of that day. The result was both simple enough to be understood by common laborers and tradesmen, yet sƟ ll 
adequately grandiose-sounding to be used by nobility to record important events. In only a few years aŌ er the unveiling of Phutataes’ 
calendar, it was formally adopted by the Aeternal Empire and is now in use in many other lands.

The Grand Course of Days is a lunar calendar, dividing the year into thirteen months with one day (and someƟ mes two) which falls 
between the years. A month is comprised of twenty-eight days, of which each is named aŌ er a parƟ cular animal as well as having a 
numerical designaƟ on. However, in daily usage, due to the sheer number of animal names, days are only called by the numerical desig-
naƟ on followed by the month’s name, such as “the 11th of Drawblade.” Amongst sages, wizards, and hierarchs, as well as in legal and 
royal documents, days are always given in a day name/number/monthly fashion, such as “Day of the Owlbear, 17th day of The Shroud.” 
Weeks are not formally acknowledged in the Grand Course of Days, but are someƟ mes used by the general populace. When so used, 
they are called “faces,” which either refers to the changing appearance of the moon or is a corrupƟ on of “phases.” An example of such 
usage would be: “I’ll have payment to you by the second face of Starfall.”

Each year is separated by one or two days that occurs, for all intents and purposes, outside of the annual course of Ɵ me and is not con-
sidered part of any parƟ cular year. This period always contains one of these days, called “The Day of the Phoenix” or “The Day without 
a Year,” which is used to plan for the year to come as well as having legal implicaƟ ons. Every four years, a second day is added to keep 
the Grand Course of Days calibrated to the passage of Ɵ me, much like a leap year does to our own calendar.

The Grand Course of Days is also associated with the alignment of the heavens and most cultures who uƟ lize the calendar also use it for 
astrological determinaƟ on, with dwarves being the sole excepƟ on due to their predominantly subterranean existence. This astrological 
system, along with a system for game masters looking to introduce it to their campaign, is presented in greater detail below.

Calendar Format
Each month of the Grand Course of Days is given its own chapter in the Almanac. At the start of each chapter a monthly calendar is 
presented to give the game master an overview of that month’s events, much like the average wall calendar. Each day on this calendar 
contains up to fi ve useful pieces of informaƟ on for the game master. Not every day contains this data, but the format in which it is 
presented remains unchanged throughout the calendar. The informaƟ on includes:

A) The day’s name, which is always prefaced with “The Day of the…” 
when spoken.

B) The numerical date of the day.

C) Any holiday or event occurring on that date.

D) The phase of the moon (if applicable).

E) That day’s equivalent in the Gregorian Calendar presented in a 
month/day format. This is useful if the game master needs to make 
an off -the-cuff  esƟ maƟ on of weather, temperature, or other seasonal-
based determinaƟ ons.

Following the monthly calendar is a short descripƟ on of each month that gives a broad picture of what life is like at that Ɵ me of year 
and the acƟ viƟ es that typically occur during this Ɵ me. This descripƟ on is followed by an astrological précis covering the sign that gov-
erns that month (more on this below).
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The month is then further broken down into a day-planner format with each individual day containing some adventure idea, holiday, 
fesƟ val, or natural or magical phenomenon that occurs on this date. The day-planner also serves as a numerated table should the 
game master need to generate a random event using a d%. This allows the referee to generate an adventure idea randomly, determine 
the birth days of player characters, locate the date of some impromptu historical event, or even determine on what day the campaign 
begins with a roll of the dice.

Feasts, FesƟ vals, and Holidays
In a Ɵ me when regulated work weeks were yet undreamt of, special days were oŌ en the only ones that laborers, tradesmen, and other 
“working class” individuals were allowed to rest. Suffi  ce to say, fesƟ vals, holy days, feasts, and celebraƟ ons were observed both eagerly 
and oŌ en. In a pseudo-medieval fantasy world, this should also be the case.

Due to space limitaƟ ons, the Adventurer’s Almanac only details special days that are either likely to aff ect professional treasure-
hunters or are weird enough to bring fantasƟ c detail and adventuring opportuniƟ es to one’s campaign world. These holidays should 
certainly not be the only ones celebrated in your world; people love a good party!

The game master is encouraged to create many addiƟ onal special days and place them within his own world’s calendar. No less than 
one addiƟ onal and unique holiday a month should be created, with a new one for each week being an even beƩ er opƟ on. They should 
run the gamut from the ecclesiasƟ cal to the ordinary and from the solemn to the outrageous. No reason is too mundane or outlandish 
to base a special day around; just look at our own real world holidays.

To get the game master started or if there is the need to suddenly create a spur of the moment celebraƟ on, the table below provides 
100 events or acƟ viƟ es that might occur during a feast, fesƟ val, or holiday. Simply roll on the table 1d3 (or more) Ɵ mes and combine 
the results to determine what happens during the fesƟ val. That should be enough to get the creaƟ ve juices fl owing or at least make 
for an interesƟ ng backdrop against which to carry out the session’s acƟ viƟ es. Game masters are free to ignore confl icƟ ng results or to 
build upon the confl ict to create even wilder kinds of celebraƟ ons.
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Random FesƟ val CreaƟ on Table

D100 Roll FesƟ val Event D100 Roll FesƟ val Event

1 Saints venerated 51 Hide-and-go-seek challenge

2 Animals driven out to/brought back in from pasture 52 Ceremonial singing

3 Pilgrimage to holy site 53 Weapons broken

4 Reenactment of famous important baƩ le/event 54 Animals ceremonially married

5 WeightliŌ ing 55 Free love pracƟ ced

6 Celebrated only by one gender 56 ConsumpƟ on of sacred hallucinogenic substances

7 Bonfi res lit 57 Bullwhip fi ghts

8 Costumes worn 58 Miracles (real or imagined) occur

9 Fire-walking 59 Sins atoned for

10 Bull-fi ghƟ ng 60 Slaves freed

11 Ceremonial dancing 61 Special animal or person hunted

12 Animal sacrifi ce 62 Clowns/mimes run amok

13 Snake-handling 63 Sleep is forbidden

14 Binge drinking 64 Sex is forbidden

15 Buildings/people/animals decorated 65 FasƟ ng

16 Effi  gies burned 66 Circumcisions performed

17 Gender roles reversed 67 People blessed

18 Age roles reversed 68 Greased pole-climbing

19 Money collected 69 Mock/real combat

20 Money burned or melted 70 Insult contests

21 Horsemanship contests 71 Riddle challenges

22 Wrestling 72 Storytelling

23 Temporary shrines constructed 73 Pyrotechnics (explosive or magical)

24 Ancestors venerated 74 Local monster appeased

25 Animals venerated 75 Other races venerated

26 Human sacrifi ce 76 Mock/real spell duels

27 Criminals sentenced/pardoned 77 Unquiet dead appeased

28 Ceremonial tokens sold 78 Scapegoat elected

29 Flower petals showered on all 79 Special foods eaten

30 Special lights or lamps lit 80 Certain class/people mocked

31 Temporary ruler elected 81 Foreign deiƟ es defi led

32 Ceremonial marriages arranged 82 Juggling 

33 No alcohol is allowed 83 Mock jail for those not having fun

34 Marksmanship contests 84 Tug-of-war across river/mud pit

35 Turtle hurling 85 Games of chance

36 Sculptures created 86 Animal wrestling

37 Ritual cleaning/cleansings 87 Goods and wares for sale

38 Foot-racing 88 TaƩ ooing

39 Mock serpents/dragons paraded 89 FerƟ lity encouraged

40 Mud-hurling/egg-throwing 90 Fires forbidden

41 Certain colors forbidden 91 Omens interpreted/fortunes told

42 Parades 92 Natural object (tree, moon, lake, etc.) venerated

43 Ceremonial structures/vessels built 93 Beauty pageant/beard contest

44 FlagellaƟ on 94 LoƩ ery held

45 Ceremonial “baƩ les” between groups 95 Indulgences sold

46 Fields/streams/forests blessed 96 Ritual prosƟ tuƟ on

47 Theatre performed 97 Torture conducted

48 Music concerts held 98 Ceremonial recitaƟ on 

49 Ritual masks worn 99 Arguments mediated

50 GiŌ s exchanged 100 Mock funeral/execuƟ on
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