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THE CURSE OF DEVLIN WAUGH
‘The name’s Waugh. Devlin Waugh. I’m here to steal the 

show ...’ Despite only appearing in a handful of stories over 
the last decade, camp crusader Devlin Waugh has become 
one of the 2000 AD group’s most popular characters; he’s 
been drawn by some of the top artists in British comics 
and had his adventures reprinted in several graphic 
novels. But there’s a dark side to Devlin: his stories seem 
to attract trouble, with every effort to revive the character 
in the Megazine dogged by difficulty. Could Devlin himself 
be cursed?

The character was created by John Smith and Sean 
Phillips, a pairing that worked well on strips for the mature 
readers comic Crisis. Smith was invited to pitch stories 
for the Megazine when it was being launched in 1990: 
‘I’d been asked by Steve MacManus but all my ideas got 
turned down, one way or another,’ he recalls. Among the 
rejects was an occult investigator called Eddie Whyteman, 
who later appeared with Devlin in 2000 AD.

After the Megazine launched, MacManus charged his 
assistant David Bishop with finding the next generation of 
characters and creators for the comic. ‘I remember when 
John sent in the proposal for Devlin,’ Bishop says. ‘It was 
virtually perfect, aside from the name of the story and 
the lead character.’ The papal envoy was called Father 

Dirk Devlin, with his nickname ‘Sin Eater’ providing the 
story’s title. Smith was persuaded to re-christen the lead 
character Devlin Waugh, a pun on the name of Brideshead 
Revisited author Evelyn Waugh. 

But Phillips was initially unavailable to illustrate the 
series. ‘Fortunately, John takes so long writing his scripts 
that by the time they were ready, Sean had become 
available again,’ Bishop recalls. Phillips began work on 
the story, with initial episodes painted at twice publication 
size. ‘The art on the double-page spread pages was huge, 
creating terrible problems when we tried to make films of 
them,’ Bishop says. Phillips soon reverted to painting the 
series half-up – ie, only one-and-a-half times publication 
size. But the editorial team forgot to alert letterer Steve 
Potter to the change. As a result the lettering abruptly 
shrunk in size between Parts Two and Three. 

Despite these problems the series was a big hit with 
Megazine readers. In the magazine’s annual survey Devlin 
was voted second favourite character and best new 
character, with Swimming in Blood being crowned the 
favourite series of 1992.

David Bishop
Extract from The Curse of Devlin Waugh

Judge Dredd Megazine Issue 201
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Script: John Smith 
Art: Sean Phillips

Letters: Steve Potter

Originally published in Judge Dredd Megazine Issues 2.01-2.09
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