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FOREWORD
There’s limits to what you can do with a werewolf. Much 
more so than with, say, ghosts or vampires. The classic 
werewolf tale features someone who gets bit, then 
transforms every full moon. What’s left for that character 
to do except eat a silver bullet in the third act? I wanted 
Age of the Wolf to go deeper and bite harder than a lot 
of the werewolf stories I was used to. So I plunged into 
Scandinavian legend and European folklore, recovering a 
wealth of ideas that presented the werewolf as something 
deep, dark and decidedly unfamiliar. Suddenly Age of the 
Wolf was less a straight horror story and more an epic 
fantasy saga about the price of heroism, writing your own 
destiny, and wondering what’s so great about the human 
race anyway.

Then there was the heroine: Rowan Morrigan. There’s 
been a lot of debate recently about depictions of female 
characters in comics, and with good reason. But I find 
many such examples come down to nothing more than 

lazy writing. Stories don’t need ‘strong female characters’. 
Stories need well-written characters, regardless of 
whether they have boobs or a willy. So it was important to 
me that Rowan wasn’t perfect, that she was scared and 
made mistakes, had vulnerabilities that would make her 
all the more courageous as she transformed from book to 
book. And, judging from the feedback I’ve since received, 
I’m pleased to say readers appear to have fallen under her 
spell as much as I did when I was writing her.

I’m indebted to 2000 AD’s editor Matt ‘Tharg’ Smith, as I am 
to ace artist Jon Davis-Hunt, whose vivid designs brought 
solidity and sensitivity where it was most needed. Thanks 
too to letterers Simon Bowland and Annie Parkhouse, and 
colourist Gary Caldwell. All of whom helped Age of the Wolf 
find its mark.

Alec Worley
Summer, 2014
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Letters: Simon Bowland
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